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Butler County Board of Elections 
Board Meeting Minutes 

April 10, 2023 
 
The Butler County Board of Elections met on Monday, April 10, 2023, at 9:00 a.m., for a regular 
meeting. Roll call was taken and present were Chairman Frank Cloud, Member mariann penska, 
Member Todd Hall, Member Chris Wunnenberg, Director Nicole Unzicker, Deputy Director Eric 
Corbin, Early Voting Administrator Stephanie Webb, Secretary of State Regional Liaison Kenny 
Henning, and Poll Worker Administrator/Executive Assistant Melissa Trotta. 
 
Chairman Cloud presented Document 1, Bills. Member Hall moved to approve the bills on 
Document 1; seconded by Member penska. Chairman Cloud asked if there were any comments 
or questions. Member Hall inquired about Cincinnati RetroFoam in the amount of $4,850.00 
and Haglage Construction in the amount of $10,800. Director Unzicker stated Cincinnati 
RetroFoam added insulation to some areas within the building as a sound barrier, and Haglage 
Construction completed a project in the warehouse to comply with the security directive. She 
explained an additional wall was added to secure equipment inside the warehouse while 
allowing access to a staff restroom. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Chairman Cloud presented Document 2, minutes of the March 13, 2023, meeting. Member 
penska moved to approve the March 13, 2023, meeting minutes on Document 2; seconded by 
Member Hall. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Director Unzicker acknowledged receipt of the following directive: 
 
2023-06 
 

May 2, 2023, Primary/Special Election Canvass 
Instructions and H.B. 458 Clarifications 

  
Under New Business, Deputy Director Corbin presented Document 3, Voting Machine 
Allocation for the May 2, 2023, Special Election for approval. Deputy Director Corbin stated the 
allocation stayed the same from the original board approval. Member Hall moved to approve 
the Voting Machine Allocation for May 2, 2023, Special Election on Document 3; seconded by 
Member penska. Roll call:  
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Director Unzicker presented Document 4, Election Day Paper Ballot Order for the May 2, 2023, 
Special Election for approval. Member penska moved to approve the Election Day Paper Ballot 
Order for the May 2, 2023, Special Election on Document 4; seconded by Member Hall. Roll call:  
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Director Unzicker presented Document 5, Candidates to be Certified to the November 7, 2023, 
General Election. Director Unzicker stated that the candidates have met the statutory 
requirements to appear on the ballot. Member Hall moved to certify the candidates as listed on 
Document 5; seconded by Member penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
Majority in favor; motion carried. 
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Director Unzicker presented Document 6, Dominion Software Update. Director Unzicker stated 
that the board adopted a software management policy that requires the Board to approve 
software upgrades before installation. Member Hall asked if all counties are required to have a 
policy. Director Unzicker said yes. Director Unzicker stated there are two main reasons to 
update the tabulation software. She said the State does not require the updates, but it would 
be best practice. Director Unzicker explained that the two reasons are to mitigate against 
known security vulnerabilities when data is combined with information from other sources, and 
to utilize the new features to assist voters, such as the more prominent cast ballot notification 
on the screen. Member Hall asked how are the updates being obtained. Deputy Director Corbin 
stated Dominion Voting Systems will provide the update through known trusted employees. He 
said the vendor will install the updates on all voting units using external drives. Director 
Unzicker stated the board Database Administrators Jay Klein and Joe Andrews will be involved 
and lead the project in the warehouse. Secretary of State Liaison Kenneth Henning stated he 
attended the meeting with Dominion Voting Systems Representatives and the Board of Voting 
Machine Examiners. He said all the counties that use Dominion Voting systems are 
implementing the updates. Secretary of State Liaison Kenneth Henning stated the Secretary of 
State’s Chief Information Officer, Spencer Wood, and other staff members observed the 
software updates. Deputy Director Corbin stated that the upgrades have been certified by the 
Ohio Secretary of State on March 28, 2023, and the United States Election Assistance 
Commission on March 15, 2023. Member penska asked when the software updates will be 
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implemented. Deputy Director Corbin stated there is not a set time yet. However, it would be 
after the certification of the May election and before the next election. Member penska moved 
to approve the Dominion Software Upgrades as listed on Document 6; seconded by Member 
Hall. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Member Hall moved to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel according to O.R.C. 
121.22(G)(1) at 9:18 a.m.; seconded by Member penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
At 9:45 a.m. Chairman Cloud stated the Board is back in session. 
 
Member penska moved to hire LaVern Jones for the Election Services Clerk I position at 
paygrade three starting April 24, 2023; seconded by Member Hall. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Under General Updates, Director Unzicker invited the Board Members to Candidate and Ballot 
Service Clerk, Katie Robinson’s baby shower on June 22, 2023. Director Unzicker stated that the 
board implemented a new check-in process for the early voting room. She said there has been a 
lot of positive feedback. 
 
Deputy Director Corbin stated that Director Unzicker and himself have attended two classes 
provided by the County Auditors office and learned helpful information about county 
operations. 
 
With no further business, Member penska moved to adjourn the meeting; seconded by 
Member Wunnenberg. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:47 a.m.  
 
 
        
__________________________   __________________________ 
Frank Cloud, Chairman    Nicole Unzicker, Director 
 
 
__________________________  __________________________ 
Todd Hall, Member    Chris Wunnenberg III, Member 
 
 
________________________ 
mariann penska, Member 


